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ABSTPACT 

This publication includes lesson plans designed to 
help students and teachers explore students' rights and their 
corresponding responsibilities to others in the school and the 
community. Objectives are to demonstrate that an interrelationship 
exists between rights and responsibilities, that the freedom of 
expression inherent in the Student Bill of Pights and 
Pesponsibili ties and the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution is 
relative rather than absolute, and that freedom of expression is a 
primary concern of the Student Bill. Other aims are to explore the 
concept of due process; student attitudes and values as they relate 
to disruptive incidents that occur in school; and to study the 
balance which must be maintained between the enforcement of law and 
respect for the dignity of the individual. Teaching strategies 
include role playing, classroom discussion, debates, case studies, 
and slide shows. The publication includes five lesson plans which 
outline objectives, instructional strategies, classrooi activities, < 
glossary of constitutional cases, and the Student Bill of Rights and 
pis-sponsibili ties. (Author/RM) 
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THE PURPOSE OF THIS PUBLICATION 



These lessons are designed to help students and teachers 
explore the Student Bill of Ri^ts and Responsibilities in terms 
of both the individual and collective exercise of constitutional 
rights and the corresponding responsibility that students have 
to respect the ri^ts and obligations of others in the school and 
the community. 
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LESSON PLAN I 
Studoiit Bill of Right»« unci Ke»|ioii»ihilities 

Objectives 

To demonstrate the interrelationship between rights and responsibilities. 
Instructional Strategies 

ft 

1. Have students role play the following situation: 

• Some members of a social studies class suggest a speaker on a 
controversial topic. 

• The teacher and school. administration agree to have the speaker 
come in. 

• Attendance to class on that day is made optional. 

• After the speaker begins, a few students in the class find his remarks 
offensive and begin to leave. 

• Several other students bar the tkjor and refuse to allow (heir classmates 
to leave. 

2. Show the slides that depict this incident. Ask students to read. 
'A. Discussion 

a. What does the Student Bill of Rights and Hesponsibilities s;iy nljo-.it 
freedom of assenibly? 

b. What does the Student Bill of Rights and Respon^iljilities say nlxml 
freedom of si)eech? 

c. What does the first aincndiiient of the U. S. Constitution say alioul 
freedom of assenibly and freedom of speech? 

• d. Clin thv students l)locking the doorway justify their actions uihUm- tiio 
Student Bill of Rights atid Responsibilities? 

V. Can the students blocking the doorway justify tiicir action:. uti(k>r the 
first anietuhnent to the U. S. Constitution? 



f . Do the members of the class blocking the doorway have a responsibility 
only to themselves or to every member of the class? 

g. How would you, as the teacher, handle this situation?^ 

h. In what ways might this problem be resolved? 

Culminating Activities 

1 . Have students play Obstacle Coursge ; 

# Blindfold 3 or 4 students. 

# Place students within a prescribed area, 

# Also place some chairs within the prescribed area, 

# Station some students to prevent those who are blindfolded from falling. 

# Spin the blindfolded students around and let them go. 

a. After the game, raise the following questions with the class: 

(1) What is freedom? 

(2) 'vVhere does one's freedom stop and another individual's begin? 

{:]) Does one have a responsibility to keep his or her classmate from 
sustaining an injury? Wliy? Why not? 

2. Discuss other situations involving freedom of assembly and freedom of 
speech: 

a. Sit-ins 

b. Strikes 

c. Civil Rights March on Washington lOO:} 

d. November 17, lOOT: Student demonstration at the Philadelphia Hoard 
of Kducation Administration Buildini? 

e. Poor Peoples' March on Washi . iton 

f . Uov, Carl Mclntyre's Victory March 

g. Vietnam Moratorium lOfii) 
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Discussion 

a. VVTiat distinguishes the lawful exercise of freedom of assembly from 
the unlawful exercise of freedom of assembly? 

b. What distinguishes the lawful exercise of freedom of speech from the 
unlawful exercise of freedom of S;)eech? 

c. Discus? some of the following Supreme Court decisions with the class: 
Theme ; Freedom of Assembly 

(1) DcJonge V. Oregon L'DJ) U. S. 1553(1937) 

(2) Bates V. Little Rock 3(31 U. S. 51G (19G0) 

(3) Shelton v. Tucker 304 U.S. 479 (19G0) 

« 

(4) Edwards v. South Carolina 372 U.S. 229 (19G3) 
(3) Adderly v. Florida 38o U.S. 39 (19GG) 
Them .e: Freedom uf Speech 

(1) GitloA- V. U. S. 249 U. S. 49 (1919) 

(2) Chnplinskv v. New Hampshire 31.; U. S. .IGrf (1942) 

(3) Terminiollo v. Chicago 337 U. S. 1 (1949) 

(4) Feiner v. New York 340 U. S. 31.1 (19')l) 
(1) F. S. V. Miller 3Sn F. S. 911 (19(i7) 

(f.) F. S. V. O'Brien 391 F. S. 3'J7 (I9(i.-^) 



LESSON PLAN II 



Stud^Mit Bill of Kighti$ and Kei^potiHihilities 

Objectives 

To demonstrate that the freedom of expression mherent in the Student Bill of 
Hiji'hts and Responsibilities and the First Amendment to the United States Constitution 
is relative rather than absolute. 



Instructional Strategies 

r.' Slides 

a. Show slidi»s or pictures of a student or students distributing 
literature in the school . 

b. Show slides or pictures oi' a student or students distributing 
literature outside pf the school 

c. Close-up of printed material. 
2. Discussion 

:i. According to the Student Bill of Rights and {Responsibilities, is there 
anv liniilatiun as to the kinds of literature that can be distrilnited? 
(Sf.;* Article I, Section B of Studen' Bill of Bights and Hesponsibilit ies, 
page t.) 

b. Should there be limitations? Wln V \Vh\ not? 

e. What is prior ce?isorship? 

ft • 

:;. Dt^bate 

:\. Debate the projiusition that tlu^ lastest wa\' to incTensc* the circulation 
ot printed material is to l)an it. 

1 . C'asc Sen \\ 

n. Students take iiomc* tlu^ scho^jl news()nf)'.M\ Show slide* ot n(^ws|)apcM\ 
( 'he following da\-, a grouj) of j)ar(MUs :m:I students protest to tin* 
princi|)al that isoi>i^ie oX the material in the newspaper is ob.scvMv.*. On 
the iollowing da\*. another gro.ip ot parents and students suppori: tht* 
aewspape;' staff and the principal. 

I). i'h/ American Civil laberties Taion be.^ins lo investigate the situation. 
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">. DisiMssiun 

:». .AfCDniini- to the StudtMit Hill of Rights and Heyponsibliities. should 
fho filial odition lu' sLibinittoU to the principal boloro printing? 

I>. To avoiii a situation such as the uao dcscrii)ed above, what can be uone 
liy nuMnlvrs o!" the newspaper staff, the faculty advisor, the student 
gcnernnient, the IMiilafielphui Fi'de ration of Teachers Building 
Conunittee, ami the school administration? 

e. In Article I, Section A, Clause 1 of Student Bill of Rights and I^osp.onsi- 
bilities, pages ;i-l. it is slated thai "school authorities shall prohibit 
nr.iterial which is obscene according to current legal definitions." How 
do.'s on J decide what is obscene? ' 

Culminating Activities 

I . li i\e stutients within the class pl:iv the roles of the school principal, the 
student editors, parents, faculty sponsor, union representative. 

Have the same students reverse roles and take an adversary position. 

1'. Ask the art teacher to come in and discuss nudity in works of art. Uow 
might an ru-tist interpret obscenit.\ ? 

Ask a nuMuber of the Knglish deiKi rliuent lo discuss the ehruiging ccjncept 
vi iibscenit> in terms of wor!:s of literature tlial at one tijiie were banai>d. 

\. Irving Wallace's no\el. SKVKN MIXFTHS. deals with the theme of 
e.-nsor.ship. .Sjnie stuflents may wish to reati it and report back to the 
class. 

(.■ho:>S(> anil review an\ of the I'o! low! ng Supreme Court t*ases: 

"riu-i:'.' : 1 reedoni uf the Press 

;i. Ne:ir V. Miimesota U. S. 'ji)? ( l!).) 1 ) 

ii. (Irosjean v. Anierii-an i'l-ess Co. 2;)7 V. S. (1?);;.")) 

i-ui-ler v. Michigan :!■'._' C. S. (1 1).')?) 
d. IN.tli V. r. .S. l {\ s. ITU ( 1 i).")?) 

N. V. 'i inies Co. v. Sullivan :;7fi C. S. l'")1 
i. I;;i:U;ini Hooks Ine. \. Sul 1 ivan .".7l^ I'. S. .'j^ (I'Jt;;;) 

A (,'u;intit\ ol Copies of i^ooks w K;msas ;;7» V. S. 2(ir, 
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LKSSON IM,AN 111 



Stii<l<Mit Bill of iti^rlits aiui ltrs|M»nsi hi lit irs 



Objectives 

(kMiuviist raLL» tli:il t I'l-i-doin of c\j)rc\*^sinn is a piMiiiarv coiu^cni of Ihe StuiicMil 
l>ill i)t Kijihls iuul lk'.s|H)n.sil)ililios. 

To t»\nk)rt' ihv cunci'pt oT due |)i\)t*i'ss :iiul thv \)VOCVi\uvvs iiu'nrpoi'ated \\\ ihv 
MiultMit \M\\ o\ Hii;lus and iJcypunsibilitii^s tu iiiMirc duo prca^oss. 



Students'" ill a particular scMiior hi^'h school distribute thousands of leal'lots 
urging' their classmates to march to the Hoard of Kducation after school 
hours in an att(Mnpt to change the name of the school from Samuel Flinker 
High School to Herman Flinker High School. 

The leallets distriouted to students and ])laced on the school's bulletin 
l)oards contain no mentioii of person or persons, organixation oi organi- 
zations rest»onsible I'or advocating the name change. The school's popu- 
lation is TiiUio. 

The h^Mflels are distributed througliout the entire school day . 



After seeing the bulletin bcrards and the actual dist r*ibution of materials 
the students are ask(*d to name the person or persons responsil.)le foi* the 
lc»atlets' content. The studi^nts are also :isked to distribute the leaHets 
onl\ during lunch p(»riods: tliev* refuse. 

l'i\e students are then suspcMidcuI. 

a. Discuss tin* following in terms of the casc^ studv: 

(\) What is due procc»ss of law? 

(a) Discuss sul)stantiv(^ and [^roccsdurj! due* proc».:'ss. 

(:') Fndei* the StudcMit Hill of Kiglifs a.ul Kesponsibil iti(*s, what fornis 
ot* due [)rocess arc^ available to the suspc.Mr.le-,1 students? 




What IS the roh^ of thc» ()nil)Li(lsin:in */ (Page* 7, StudtMit Hill of llighl 
and I!(^sponsil)ilitic*s. ) 



(I) What is :\ grit'vanco? What is a jii-ii^vanco pr^codaiv ? (Pai»x\s 
^-l^-lO, Stiuiont Hill or HiK^tis aiui Hosponsihilil ic-s. ) 

(.')) Hov\ would voj .ioc'iilo this *irievancc? 

(ti) What it such an iiK-icieat uccurmi in a junior hi^h sc-ho:>l, how 
woulti it 1h« dir i(if(i ? 

(7) rxfvitnv Article I, Section Clause \ o!* Stu lent Dill of Hights 
Mid llesponsibilitiey, pa^v o. 

Culminating Activities 

1 . Have lawxers ironi the Philadedi)hia Bar Association (MT ^i-:)<i{).s) or American 
Civil l.il)erties Tnion (PK r)-^?lU;;)orComniunit\ Legal S(M^-ices (check the 
tidephone directory for the branch nearest your school), speak to the class 
on thf Student Bill of Iiif;'hts and Responsibilities with particular refeKence 
to amendments 1 , 5 and M ol" the United States Constitution. 

J. Have members o*' the class interview: 

a. Superintendent oV Schools 

b. Principal of the school 

c. Philad'/lphia Fi^derat ion «>f TcarhcM's Building l\e|>rusi'ntnti\<'.s 

d. Students 

e. PresLdt'Mt of Scho.^Ps Honu^ aiui Schi) d Asso^ ia! ioM r<.*uai diii- ilu ii- 
concci-ns :d)ojt tin- Stud-n? Bill of liif^hts arri l{c.-po!isibilitirs. 

lltA ieu and discui^s som- of tlie foHowin:^ Supi-ome Co-ii't (\ises: 

'I'hr' iiic : Dist labiition of Leatlets 

(a) Sciu'iK'k V r. s. lm:) r. s. i? (linio 

'I ii<-ni^' : Dm* iM'oc(\^s of Law 
(a) PalkM\. (\)nnecticut :;n'J l-. S. (1!):;7) 
(h) IJochin \ . (\aliforni:i [\ S. HiT) (1 
(c) Miller- \. P. s. :\:n V. s. :]-){ (1!):)-^) 
((b In ]{v Cault :;^7 P. S. 1 (1 !)(;7) 

J. fsinj. Piu* dia.i^i-ani that toIloAs. Iiacc stojis n\ th • grievance p roc-cd.i re :i> 
M,:-.!in Ni in !ht' Student [5ill ot l;i^h^^ :ni I l!t^spn'isil)d il ies. 
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GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE FOR SENIOR HIGH 
AND AREA VOCATIONAL-TECHNICAL SCHOOL STUDENTS 



Gf levrfnce submitted m writing to principal (•See Step 4) 



V\ithin 5 days, meeti of principal, student/s, PFT Representa- 
tive. ombiuKman or parent 



Within 3 days, the principai shall communicate his decision 
ir writnig to the student, parent, staff member. If such a 
lifcision x-i riol furtticonitng in designated time, this 
con .tttutes bnsts for automatic appeal 



Studer t may appeal pnncipars decision to District Superin- 
tendent m writing ^ithm 3 school days 



Withtii 5 school ddys, the District Superintendent or his 
designee shall meet with the student, parent, or ombudsman, the 
stiff member and liis representative 



Dibtnci Supenntendent shall rommuntcdte his decision m 
writing to all concerned parties 



Student may appeal District Superintendent's decision to the 
Supermterident of Schools m writing withm 3 school days 



SupenntiMidenl of Schools or his designate shall meet with ihe 
st'irient. prfrertt ur the ombudsman, the staff member and his 
r»?pf e!rf:ntativt\ within 10 schooldays 



DtfCisiDi) of thft Superintendent of Schools shall be communicated 
M> willing to <ill parties involved within 5 school days 



Di?ci"^iOM of Supermtendent of Schools shall be final dnd binding 
upon dll o.irt:es subject Only to judicial review 



)f the grievance involves the principal directly 
or is directed against a policy he has decided 
upon, the student may skip step 1 and go imme 
diately to the district level 
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l-KSSON PLAN IV 
Studriit Bill of Ki^hls and Rrsponsilulitios 

Objectives 

1' V ^ .itiMii tu ihv tact that in a doniocratic sociotN', it is csscMitial that a 

hal:i:uH» lu* :i .ii!!i:iMu i! bt tuucMi thi^ tMit'orccMiuMU of hwv and ivs{)ect for the dignity ol' the 
iruli\ uh«:(! . 

'I'o f\j»ltML' stiuleiU attitudes and values as they rehUe to disruptive incidents that 
oeeiir in a si^hnul . 

Instfo ' onal Strategies 

1 . Il:i\e students ec>ni[)lete the sentences listed below in any way they wish* 

• Stutk^nts who deface property are - , 

• Students who sell drugs . 

• Students involved in fighting should be . 

• Students who are caught stealing niay . 

• H a student cheats during an exam, ho will . 

Altord students the opportunity to read their resj)onses to the class. 

Hccord tht^ resi)onses. Generally, did the class take a punitive^ or pernussive 
stance in responding to the questions? 

2. ^rhe teacher will show :\ different slides. Kaeh slide illustrates an activity 
that liisrupts the educational process. 

a. Students defacing property 

l». StudiMU stealing 

e. Students fighting 

'iciichiM* and class discuss Ihv three slidt^s anri rank them in t(M*nis of 
>i \iTitv of offiMisc*. Tabulati^ the rc^sults by class vote. 



Div ulv class into thrc^o groups, Ihwc VAvh uroup divil with oru* slide. Kaoh 
Hi'tHio shnuhi rank its slido on a continuum usinj; the follow in;; ([uostions and 
the lollowini;' scaU\ 



When do \ ou lo(*l detac'in}; pro|)oi'ty is justinoil? 
\\'1k"'i do yoii Tool theft is justified? 
When «lo .\ou feel fighting \^ justified? 
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Ne\i»r Harel\ Sonietirnes Often Al\va\s 

■} . Discussion 

a. What kind of punishment dc» vou feel is justified for the three offenses 
listed? 

b. Can a gc*neral rule be proinulgati*d that would ai)})l\ to all cases 
involving defacing |)ropcrty, tht»ft, fighting? Why? Uliy not? 

c. In cases where you think certain actions wari'ant punishment, by 
whom should it be administered ? 

d. Wliat kincis of punishment are considered ap{)ropriate under the Student 
Hill of Rights and Hesponsil)ilities? What kinds of punishment are 
considered inappropriate? (Cheek pages 11-12, Student Bill of Rights 
and Hes|)onsibilities. ) 

e. social, athletic, and political organizations have rides and 
reu.idations governing the activities of their members? 

f. TnckM* th(^ Student l^ill of Rights atid R(\sp<)nsibilities, how may studiMits 
parlieipatc^ in the establ ishnuMU of guidelines rc^garding disciplitie? 

CulminatingActivities 

1. na\e students w rite* a \'cw paragraphs on tluMr ideas as to what coasMtute^s 
an ideal school, ilave some of the students rc^ad tluM r paptM'S. Discus'? 
the basic similarities atul dilf(M'(Mic(\'^. 
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I KSSON VIW V 
Slud. iil Hill of Hijrlits and \{v sponsi 1)11 111 

Objectives 

'l\< slu«\\ llu> \ ;ilui> of stii.ltMit p:ifticii>ation in the forniul:Uiuii of curriculum. 



Instructional Strategies 

1 . Discuss tlic raiiiificatioiis of the following- hypothetical situation: 

• A senior high school has oficrcnl a course that deals with the relationships 
hetween the portrayal of various ethnic groups in films ami the prevailing 
social climate in the United States during the i)eriod when the film was 
madi> and shown. 

• After \ iewing a film from the "Charlie Chan" detective series, several 
lilack students object on the basis that the characteri/a':ion of Blacks 

in the film is a stereotype in that Blacks are jiortrayed as superstitious, 
shuffling "'I'oms" laokingf in the ability to cope with all but the most 
n-.enial of tasks. The Black students walk out. 

• 'l"hc Wliite students feel that the portrayal of the coj) on the beat as a 
dumb Irishman is an insult, 'fhey also walk out. 

• 'i'uc Chinese students also walk out because the role of Charlie Chan 
is played by a \Uiite man. They also object to the fact that Mr. Chan 
is all-knowing whiln his sons are depic>ted as village idiots. 

a. truest ions fcir Discussion 

(!) l)i. \()u feel the objcciions of the Black students were justified? Do 
vou f(>(>l the objections of the WTiite students were justified? Do 
vou te(>l the objections of the ChinesL> studtaits were justified? 

fJ) What alternatives could i1k> t(>acher ha\(\ pu rsued before showm"' 
thi> lilnr? 

(:>) Could this prv)l)lem havi> been c i I'cu m\c>nted if students had been 
ui\(Mi tlu> oppf)rtunit\ to make instructional iniuits dui-ing the 
• iilannin'4 and wi-iting stages of th(> curriculum develo;)ment process'.' 



(4) Aecorditig- to the Student Hill of Hights aiul Hespurisibilitioy, do 
students have the right to pirtieipate in decisions aifecting tlu* 
curriculum? 

(Tj) Instead of walking out of class, what options are available to 
students under the Sludont Bill of Rights and iUvsponsibilitics ? 



Culminating Activities 
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Provide a laboratory experience that gives students an oppoilunity to deal 
with the concerns of people who arc charged with the task of writing the 
curriculum. Divide the class into groups. Ask each groui^ to reach a 
Consensus on what it feels is a major social jn-oblcm. Give each group an 
opportunity to present its lesson to the chiss. If group members find it 
feasible, they should draw upon the resources of the school's insti-uctional 
team and use art, music, and literature to embellish their presentations. 

Come Write with Us! 

The Office of Social Studies extcmis an invitation for any interested student 
to |)articipate in the writing of curriculum. Contact Harold Kcssler or 
Mar\'in Robinson (448-3348), for details. Students may also call or write 
for samples of work that have already been done. 
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Studriil Bill ot Hi«;lits and Kesponsihiiities 

HOW TO USE THE SLIDES 

V^v slides 1, L\ I, :> — v^howiug* the soqucnce described on Page 1 (Instructional 
Straleg> "J). 

Tse slides (» :uul 7 siuAvniK the distribution of literature in and outside of school. 
V:\\io 4 (Instmctional Strategy '4). 

Use slide >i showing; ihe school ne\vspa{)or. Page 4 (Case Study). 

l\st' slide f) show in^ students putting material on bulletin boards. Page G 
(Instructional Strategy M). 

I'se slides 11 and 12 showing graffiti, student stealing, students fighting. 
Page U (Instructional Strategy ^-2). 

'Ihe following slides can be used for purposes of classroom discussion: 
0 Collecting signatures on a petition. 

# N'.T.A. requesting student to produce identification. 
0 Student wearing button. 

# Hole pla\ ing — studcMit as Dean of Discipline. 
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VOCABULARY 



1 . 


-abrogato 


:n. 


libel 


•> 


adjudicate 


:i2. 


liberty 


• ) 


advise 




misinteiT)ret 


4. 


alTront 




obscene 


3. 


appeal 




ombudsman 


fi. 


authoritative 


:u\. 


organization 


7. 


Hill of HiK^hts 


:57. 


petition 


,s . 


censorship 


;}«. 


{)rincipal 


U. 


citizenship 




principle 


10. 


coercion 


40. 


procedure 


11 . 


constitution 


-n. 


process 


IL'. 


counsel 


42. 


punitive 
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Stiidoiit Bill iif Rights and Ki^spoiisi bilitirs 



GLOSSARY OF CONSTITUTIONAL CASES 

This glossary incliuic^s a low selocted casos that teachcM\s and students may wish 
tn further exj)lorv. 

1 . Adderley w Florida , ( IDCC) 

A trespass conviction of demonstrators who wore asked by the sheriff to leave 
the iailhouse premises was upheld. This conviction was not considered a 
violation of rights of speech, press, assembly, or petition. 

•J. I'a ntain Hooks, Inc. v. Sulliva n. (19(j;>) 

The activities of the Hhcxle Island Commission to Encourage Morality in Youth, 
in threatening to invoke legnl sanctions against distributors for the jmrpose of 
suppressing pul)lications deemed objectionable by it and, at the same time, in 
failing to provide [)rocedural safeguards, constituted a system of informal 
censorship in violation of the Fourteenth Amendment, 

(Mia^)lins ky \\ New Hampshire . ( 1U42) 

I ighting woitls which, by their very utterance, inflict injury or tend to incite an 
inMuediate breach of the ptvice are not deemed protected speec^h, and the persons 
iifttM-ing such words may be punished without violation of the Constitution, 

I . Feiner v. New York. , (1 !»r) 1 ) 

rhe defendant's conviction for disorderly conduct for refusing to stop an 
inna!nm;U()r\ si)eech after being requested the police to desist did not violate 
his rii;ht of free spe(»ch guaranteed b\ the Fourteenth Amendment. 

(iij^lou V, N(^w York. (lliL'o) 

'i hi^ vli-lcnflanl-'s con\'if4ion foi^ pul)lic'iti(wi ol a h^lt-wing manifest(? undiM' ;i stnte 
si:iiii[c» whieli m:i(le it a crime to advocate llu- .>\\Mthrou of (jrgani /ed gov(Maiment 
l)\ toree or \ i(ih*nee did not deny fived^.m ol sj crch in violation of lUv l^roeess 
Flau^i- oi tlu- 1 ou!'teeiith AmcMidment. 

P:ilL(' \ . Cnimoclieul . < l!»:i7i 



It ^a:is t!(".M(ii'd that :i reiriiil I'esulUng U-nw ti., \t ; .^M! nt ;in ;r. (jiiittal . lh(^ 
r(' \ J ' r;-:» I ha \ iii;^ hn^ii made \)\ ;m appcl hit ( • ( • ■ : i ; . i - th(* kind ol doubU' 
ienp:;r(l\ which k'hA rics fundamentid priin/ipU ^ n| libcrts and ju'^ficu* and lh(M-(More 
1.-. nni ;j ck*pri\ :it ion oi riuc process (^1 lav. uu.'ir.narcd b\ the 1 ouileenlh AmeiKbnenl, 



'I'hi* conviction in this case was based upon evidence that was gained by forcing 
an emetic solution into the defendant's stomach to induce vomiting, and from the 
results of that coercivL* act it was determined that the defendant had possessed 
nuM-phine. The court decided that a conviction of this sort must be reversed 
because such a method of obtaining evidence shocks one^s conscience and is 
offensive to the Due Process Clause of the Fourteenth Amendment. 

Huth V. rni ted States and Alberts \\ California. ( 1 i^^i") 

(>bjscenil\ is nut within the area of Constitutionally i^rotccted speech. Federal 
siatut(»s prohibiting the mailing of obscene matter and state statutes prohibiting 
thv writing, keeping, or selling of obscene matter do n(»t violate the freedoms 
(>t speech or press in the First Amendment or the Due I'^rocess Clause in the 
l'\)urtetMitii Amendment. 

Schenck \\ Un ited States. (lUli)) 

The defendants' convictions under the Kspionage Act of U)17 for conspiracy to 
ol)Struct the di^aft did not contravene the right of freedom of s))eech guaranteed 
bv tile Fi rst Amendment. 

Terminiello \. Chicago^ ( 1 iM U ) 

A breach-c^f-the-peace ordinance which |)rohil)its any misbehavior that stirs the 
public to ang(*r, invittvs dispute, brings about a condition of unrest, or ci'cates 
a disturbance and which is us(*d to convict a flofcMidant for a speech attacking 
various political and I'acial groups violates the* right of free sjjcech, 

rinke!-\, ih - Moines - School District. iliMiLi) 



(n)position [i^ the \Metnam War was mounting in Des Moines, Iowa. A group of 
students (k»cided to wear black ai'mliands dui'ing the Christmas season and to 
last on l)ecc::il;er Di and New ^'ear's Kve. Among them were John Tinker. 15, 
and John Kckhardt, D5, and three younger Tinker children. 

# Principiils of the Des Moines schools heard of the students^ phms. They 
made :\ I'uling Ih.at any student wearing an arml)aii(l t(.) school would be asked 
to reinr^ve it. It the stu(k*nt refuseck ho would be susfiended until he agreed 
to stop retiring the ai'inbaiuk Despite the nvw regulation, a m mber of 
stiuk'P.ts u-ore ihviv .'ii'mbands to school on December D!. Kacii of them was 
susponded, 

• pMi fMUs of the disciplined students complained to a couil. They said thnt 
thru childrerK in W(^•i riiii?; the armbands, had not intt*i*fere(l with the rights 
of otbei' studtMits. Nor had they disi-uj)ted class routine. 



• The piii-i'iits claimed that their chiUiivn. by the schookailing, htui been 
denli'ii their right of Creetlom oF speeeh. 

• The r. s. Supreme Court ruled in lavor of the students. Their conduet had 
\k'v\\ onii'rl\ and had not violated the rights of others. Students do not shed 
their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or ex})ression at the school- 
house gate. The Court said tJiere was no disturbance or any reason to 
believe there would be a disturbance. The. wearing of black armbands, 
therefore, was a lawful form of exjjression. ^ 

#-* 

12. MiiUTsvilU^ Scliool I)i>strict \\ c:ol)itis , ( 15)40) 

I nittMl St:iti»s Supronu* Court iloculod thai ii sliUc may ivciuiro panicipalion 
in a t'lai; saluto cxei'tMrfo own though it may bo contrary to-tho religious f)cliofs of 
sonu ot those who are requircMi to paiaicipate. . 'rhis..opinion was ovc»rruled in 
\hv W'AvnvlW case in lIMii: see West \'irninia State noard of Kdueation \\ Barnette. 

West \'i!'^inia Statc> Board of Kdueation et al, v. Harnolte ct al, (HM:i) 

Tnitt'ci Siati's Supreme Court deeidetl that fla^' salutes and i)ledjies of 
:dle:;'ianei^ are forms of expivssion protected by the First Amendment, and that 
one ma\ nol he eompc^lUni to parliiMpate in such excM'cises against his will. This 
tlt^ei^ion overiHiliMl Minersville Sehool Dislriel v. (iohitis, 1940. 

11. (M-eus \\ CM ones , 

'I'nited Stati»> Cireuit Couin t)f Appeals for the Seventh Circuiit ruled that 
.t st'hool eould not claim that the ueaiinn' ^f long hair was "inherently distracting'* 
to niluT siiuk'nts unk^ss it had takcai v\vi\r steps to eonti'ol oi' punisli those 
sHidi nis it claiiiu'd would cause disruption because one of their peers chose to 
'Ar-ir his hail- lofig. A long-hai r'c^d student, the court declaivd, should not bv 
!r,:i'ii' to fori'gt) his rights **bc»causi» his nc^ighbors iiave no self-control/' 

ScuAille V. 1)0:1 rd ol 1-Mucation of Joliel Township , (l!)TO) 

Two high >chool students wcvc expcdliul for (Ustributing an uiKlcM'gi'ound 
•V'V. -o;fpr r. 'The r. S. Court ot Appi\*ds for th(* Sect)nd Cireuit declared tht^ 
rxpulsioi) unconstitutional, stat ing expl ii'itlv tiiat high stOiool students ar(* 
pcrstMis riihiloil lo l''irst :ind I'ourih Ammdincnt prolrctions. 
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'•WHKKKAS the Philadelphia public school system 
is an academic community consisting of all students, 
teachers, administrators, parents, and community- 
at-large; and 

WHEREAS such a community will serve its func- 
tions best if all its members are provided reasonable 
means of exercising and protecting their constitu- 
tional rights; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that a student 
bill of rightii and res})onsibilities, and procedure for 
student grievances are hereby established in order to 
achieve a greater cooperative effort in shaping the 
structure and direction of the Philadelphia public 
school system. A corresponding responsibility of 
studenta is to rospect the rights and obligations of 
others in the 'community and to actively engage in the 
establishment of a clim'ate for learning within the 
schools. 

No part of the enacted document shall abridge the 
school cod(> of the State of Pennsylvania and con- 
tra^t^ established within the Philadelphia public 
M hool system and the righus of parents with respect 
to their children during school hours or otherwise. 

Ihe senior and technical high school students of 
I hc School District (^f Philadelphia shall have the 
following rights as more fully defined in the com- 
mentary of the altacheci backup matt^rials which is to 
hv considered an integral part of this Bill.'' 

Rc^iolution approved hy the 
Philadelphia Board of Education 
Decern her 2L 1970 
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BILL OF RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

1. Thf rights and limils of .sludfiiis nspectinjj hw- 
doni of spoK'h, press, and assiMnl)ly shall hv in 
atvord with ihv firsi anu»ndnu*nl of the Tnited 
StaU's (Constitution. 

2. In oarli high srhool thm» shall bv established an 
elective and truly representative student directed 
governmeni with offices open lo all students. All 
students shall be allowed lo vote. This govern- 
ment shall be elected annually on tlie basis 
prescribed by the constitution of each individual 
school. 

3. At the discretion of the student government in 
each school, there may be ombudsmen, elected 
annually by students, who shall be traitu»d to 
offer counsel as to students' rights. 

4. Students shall have the right to coun.sel and due 
process procedures in the matters of suspension, 
transfer and expulsion. 

5. Students shall have the right to participate m 
decisions affecting the currii'ulum through stu- 
dent representatives duly designated by the 
Student CloviTiiment. 

(). 'Students shall fiave tlu' right to participate in tin* 
estal)hshnient of reiiulalions regarding discipline 
through studt^nt reprcM'tUatives duly designated 
by the Student (lovernnient. 

7. Academic piTt'orniance >hall be tlu» only cntt»rion 
for academic graih'N. 

Studftit^ >hall not be siilijrrted to unreuNonable 
or e\ci'>si\r puni^lunt'ni. 

\), SiudruK-- <\\'a\\ not l>f ^ubjn ted to cori)oral 
puiu.^hnuMU. 

1(K hi huhl ol* tile creatHxi oi' tht'^r onierly {)roci*- 
dun-^ l*i>r (Ifulmu uiih .siudi^nl coiict»rn>. no 



student shall disrupt the education process within 
a school. 

11. Every member of the school community, includ- 
ing student, parents, the school staff, has the 
responsibility to promote regular attendance at 
school, orderly conduct and behavior, freedom 
from fear of insult or injury, and maximum 
opportunities for learning on the part of each 
student 

12, No rule or regulation shall be established which 
diminishes the right of any student ag set forth in 

• Student Bill of Rights and Responsibitities. 



COMMENTARY 

I. Freedom of Expression 

The primary liberties in a student's life have to do 
with the process of inquiry and learning, of acquiring 
and imparting knowledge, and of exchanging ideas. 
This process requires that students have the right to 
express opinions, to take stands, and to support 
causes, publicly or privately. There should be no 
interference in the school with these liberties, or with 
the student's access to or expression of controversial 
points of view, except as provided below. 

A. Bulletin Boards—School authorities may restrict 
the use of certain bulletin boards to school 
announcements. Ample bulletin board space shall 
be provided for the use of students and student 
orjjanizations, including a reasonable area for 
notices relating to out-of-school activities or mat- 
tiTs of general interest to students. There shall be 
no {)rior censorship or requirement of approval of 
the contents or wording of notices or other 
communications, but the following general limita- 
tions on posting may [)e applied: 

1. School authorities shall prohil)it material which 
is obscene according to current legal definitions; 



* which IS libelous; or which inflames or incites 
students so as to create a clear and present 
danger of the commission of unlawful acts on or 
of physical disruption to the orderly operation 
of the school. 

2. Identification on any posted notice shall be 
required of the student or student group includ- 
ing the name of at least one person of the group 
issuing same. 

« 

3. The school shall require that notices or other 
communications be officially dated before post- 
ing and that such material be removed after a 
prescribed reasonable time to assure full access 
to the bulletin boards. 

B. Distribution of Printed Material and Circulation of 
Petitions-*Students shall be free to distribute hand- 
bills, leaflets and other printed material and to 
collect signatures on petitions concerning either 
school or out-of-school issues, whether such mate- 
rials are produced within or outside the school. 
There shall be no prior censorship or requirement 
of approval of the contents or wording of such 
material* but the following general limitations may 
be applied: 

1. The time of such activity shall be limited to 
periods before school begins, after dismissal and 
during lunch time» if such limitation is necessary 
to prevent interference with the school program. 

2. The place of such activity shall be reasonably 
restricted to permit the normal flow of traffic 
within the school and at exterior doors. 

3. The manner of conducting; such activity shall be 
restricted to prevent undue levels of noise» or to 
prevent the ust* of coercion m obtaining signa- 
tures on petitions. The danger of littering is not 
a sufficient ground for limiting i^P ^'^gl^^ 
students to distribute printed material. 

•J 



4. The school shall require that all printed matter 
and petitions distributed or circulated on school 
property bear the name of the sponsoring 
organization and the name of one individual of 
such organization. 

5. The school shall prohibit the distribution of 
material within the restricted categories of para- 
graph Al above. 

In the case of petitions presented by students to 
the school authorities, students shall have the right 
to have their petitions considered and to receive an 
authoritative reply thereto. 

C. Buttons and Badger-The wearing of buttons, 
badges, or armbands bearing slogans or sayings shall 
be permitted as another form of expression, unless 
the message thereof falls within the restricted 
categories of paragraph Al above. No teacher or 
administrator shall attempt to interfere with this 
practice on the ground that the message may be 
unpopular with students or faculty. 

In imposing limitations on student expression for 
any reason under any of the foregoing provisions* the 
school mCTst ensure that its rules are applied on a 
nondiscriminatory basis and in a manner designed to 
assure maximum freedom of expression to the stu- 
dents. The school shall particulariy avoid any action 
placing restraints on ideas prior to their expression. 
Any student or student groups deprived of freedom 
of expression under any of these provisions shall have 
the right to request a hearing to determine whether 
such deprivation is justified under these rules. Sut:h a 
liearing must be held a.s soon as possible after request 
before an impartial body, including representatives of 
the faculty and student body. Thv hearing shall 
provide for a full and fair c ;')portunity for both sides 
to present evidence and argument as io the propriety 
of the application of the regulatio ^ m question. 
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II. Student Goverfuiient 

A. Thf rrprrM.Mialivt'> of the students shall 
ui»rk with laiuliv. a4innrii>iratioii and the student 
body in uir!?tifvinu those area.s of appropriate 
student rt'spon.sihihty m the Hfe of the school. 

B. The or^aiii/ation, i>[>eraiion and scope of the 
siudfiu '^rrntni-ni >ru>uld be specified in a 
v\r;t:.'- .-.^ii.v: • : v.ul.itt'd by the students. 

C. 'Mif stuilfDt i:c)U'rninoni shall have a faculty 
siuHisor s.'lt v hy tlu' ::ienibt»rs, of the student 
SovtTnnuMit 

D. dubs and .»ii;t'r Si.aif'a Or^'anizations must be 
chartered ai'ioniint: to [aovi.sions established in the 
cunsiiiuiuMi nf [hv Ntudent ^jovemment, 

K. Kach »>ri:ani.Mtii .u* lUih shall have a set of 
bylaws apcr^'^.tl hy ihr student government. 
Thesf by 

Shall not b.- u: .DnHiv t with the constitution of 

Ih.f ^t .:il«'n: iiovfrnnu'iu. 
Shall pruvitjf :' .r a t'aruity s[H)n>or. 
Siiall I r '■.--.i.- i- a roster oi" nu-inbers on file 

u 111. : :.• • c v.TiinuMit. 

Siiall ::i«-;:;f uTs:;![^ qiudifications which 

tin iv^' ^*.,.irii:> b.LNt'ti on race, color, 

rn-.} ■ »* ■ ;! |" 

Ihf st'.vt :/ • tj^^, authority to 

rt'vokr t!.- t • ■ ' ;(» tiiat operates in 

violatiDti ii" :* 

111. School Cor>mn< r)i(:<itic)ns 

Ihc .ii!::,., . f.i. .;!y vind ,stiident govern- 
ment shail '-ta-'i^:: r-iiuKitmns as to the 

manner, tnr..- r- i : . i ^r u^mu c ommunication 

fafiliiu's ..f ■ - i ipoM these established 

polh It's. .1 . "... awiiJable to student 

groups r-r .1.;:.'. , . s aiiil statements to the 

stutlfni binly ;;.r- at:l t:..' pul^hr address system, 

bullet. n b()arii-. a: -! : t! "-r^Un t. 



IV. Forums 

Open forums are encouraged to provide students 
with the opportunity to speak or hear others speak 
on topics of general interest. Classrooms, school 
assemblies and extracurricular organization meetings 
are some appropriate settings for the oral exchange of 
ideas. Guidelines for the use of such forums should bo 
formulated by the administration, faculty and stu- 
dent gov(>rimient and made available to students and 
teach(»rs. Cluidelines shall restrict forums from the 
following: violation of attendance regulations, 
obscenity, inflammatory- language, inciting students 
to riot, deariy endangering the health or safety of 
members of the school community, or cleariy disrupt- 
mg the educational process. 



Ombudsmen 

In order to assure that each student is informed 
concerning his rights and responsibilities as provided 
in this Bill at the discretion cf the student fjovern- 
ment in each high school, there may be established in 
each high school the position of ombudsman. 
Ombudsmen shall' be elected by or composed of 
members of the student government or elected by the 
student body at large. The number of ombudsmen 
needed in any school shall be determined by the 
student government in consultation with the princi- 
pal. Ombudsmen shall serve voluntarily and without 
compensation and may be qualified students of that 
school, parents, teacliers, counselors or respon.sible 
qualified citizens of the community-at-large. It shall 
be the responsibility of the Superintendent of 
Schools to provide the necessar>* training of ombud.s- 
men prior to their taking office and will establisl; a 
procedure for declaring an individual uncjualified jv 
unfit to serve as an ombudsman. In no case shall an 
ombudsman supersede the right or obligation of a 
parent to counsel, protect or represent his/her son or 
daughter. 



GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE FOR 
SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

Section 1 -Definition's 

A grievance is a complaint by a student in the 
School District of Philadelphia that there has been to 
him a personal loss, injury, or a violation, misinterpre- 
tation or inequitable application of an established 
polii'v governing students. 

It is a basic policy of the student grievance 
procedure to encourage students to discuss their 
grievance informally with the person against whom 
the grievance is directed, prior to the grievance 
procedure. The student may seek advi^** or services of 
the ombudsman in attempting to solve the grievance 
informally. If the student so desires, the ombudsman 
shall accompany the student in going to the staff 
member at this informal stage. 

- It is expected that the great majority of cases will 
be resolved in this fasion. 

Where this technique is proved to be inadequate or 
the student is unable to do this, he may invoke the 
grievance procedure. 

Section 2-Procedure for Adjustment of Grievances 

1. The grievance shall be submitted in writing to the 
principal. However, if the grievance involves the 
principal directly or is directed against a policy 
that the principal has decided upon, the student 
may decide to skip step 1 and prbceed immediately 
to the Distnct level. 

Within 5 school days, the principal shall call a 
meetmg of the student, who may be accompanied 
by ombudsman or parent, the staff member and 
the PFT representative, if the staff member so 
chooses, to discuss the grievance. The principal 
shall make ever>' effort to resolve the matter 
equitably and as quickly as possible, but within a 
period not to exceed 3 days. The principal shall 
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communicate his decision in vmting to the student, 
parent, and the staff member. 

' Failure on the part of the principal either to call a 
meeting or to render a decision in writing within 
the designated time, shall constitute the basis for 
an automatic appeal to the next level. 

2. If the grievance is not resolved to the satisfaction 
of the student, he may appeal the principal's 
decision to the district superintendent in writing 
within 3 scTiool days. 

The district superintendent or his designee shall 
meet with the student who may be .accompanied 
by the parent or ombudsman, the staff member 
and his representative, in order to resolve the 
matter equitably and as quickly as possible, but 
within a period not to exceed 5 school days. The 
district superintendent shall communicate his 
decision in writing to the student, the parent, the 
staff member, and the principal. 

3. If the grievance is not resolved to the satisfaction 
of the student, he may appeal the district super- 
intendent's decision to the Superintendent of 
Schools in writing within 3 school days. 

The Superintendent of Schools or his designee shall 
meet with the student, parent or the ombudsman, 
the staff member and his representative, within 10 
school days in attempt to resolve the matter. 

The decision of the Superintendent of Schools 
shall be communicated in writing to all parties 
previously involved within 5 school days. 

The decision of the Superintendent of Schools 
shall be final and binding upon all parties subject 
only to judicial review. 

The grievance procedure in no way abrogates the 
rights of students to seek rtiief in the Courts. 

Everj' effort should be made by the student and 
teacher, principal, parent, or other, to resolve the 
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gnt'vam t' informally with or without the assisUuice of 
the student ombudsmen. 

Through each step in the grievanee proeedure 
teachers, pntu-ipal, parent, and others against wh(jm 
the Krii'varu-e is lodjjed. may be represented by an 
offieial of their organization (HKT, Prineipals' Associ- 
atii)n. U'lial Couns*'l, etc.) 



Right to Counsel and Due Process 

VVHERKAS, the Board of Education of The School 
District of Philadelphia wishes to assure every 
aggrieved student a fair and equitable hearing in 
situations mvolving suspensions in excess of five 
school days and expulsions from the school system; 

WHEREAS, in order to implement this policy, 
rules and regulations governing suspensions in excess 
of five school days and expu'sions from the school 
system should be promulgaU-d, .low be it 

RESOLVED, The following rules and regulations 
shall apply to all cases of suspensions in excess of five 
school days and expulsions from the school system^ 

1. A member of the Board, sitting as a committee 
of one, together with appropriated staff, shall hear all 
cases involving suspensions in excess of five school 
days and expulsions from the school system. This 
member shall ct)nduct an informal heanng and make 
a recommendation to the HoiU'd. 

2. The heanng sl^all be held promptly. 

3. Proper nolict- of the hearing shall bt- served on 
the parent or guardian of the student at least five 
days heforf the date of the hearing. In addition to 
giving the time and {)lace of the hearing, the notice 
shall briefly set forth the alleged act or acUs of which 
the student is charged. 

10 



4. The notice should also advise the student and 
his parent or guardiaii of their right to present 
witnesses and be represented at the hearing by legal 
counsel. In cases where the student has legal represen- 
tation, a member of the legal staff of the School 
District shall represent the school administration. 

5. The hearing shall be tape-recorded, from which 
a summary of the testimony of each witness shall be 
made on request. Tapes shall be preserved in accord- 
ance with practice of the Board. 

6. No one except counsel, the parties and their 
witnesses shall be permitted to be present at the 
hearing. 

7. The witnesses shall give their testimony under 
oath, and the right of cross examination shall be 
permitted. The admission of evidence shall be a 
matter within the discretion of the Board Member. 

8. The failure of a student and/or his parent or 
guardian to attend the hearing, after proper notice, 
shall constitute a waiver of the right to a hearing, 

9. The findings of fact and the recommendation of 
the Board Member to the Board shall be in writing. 
This recommendation shall be acted upon at the next 
regular meeting of the Board, and the student and his 
parent or guardian shall be advised, immediately 
thereafter, of the Board's decision. The Board shall 
protect the student's and his parent's or guardian's 
right to privacy. 

10. If the Board expels the student he shall be 
referr'id to the school counselor for referral to an 
appropriate agency for further counseling and guid- 
ance, or for assistance in obtaining employment, or 
continuing his education; and be it 

FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Superintendent 
of Schools, shall appoint a committee to revise 
Administrative Bulletin No. 13, entitled "Suspension 
and Expulsion of Students" to conform with this 
Jlesolution. 
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Participation of Students in Decisions Affecting the 
Curriculum 

StudenU shall have a voice in the formulation of 
school policies and decisions which affect their 
education and lives as students through student 
representatives duly designated by student. govcnv 
ment. Through such participation, students can be a 
powerful resource for the improvement of the school, 
the educational system and the community. 

StudunUs also have respunsibi-ities. These responsi- 
bilities include regular school attendance, con- 
scientious effort in classroom work, and conformance 
to school rules and regulations. Most of all they share 
with the administration and faculty the responsibility 
of developing a climate in the school that is con- 
ducive to wholesome learning and living. 

School policies, rule^ and regulations affecting 
pupils should be reviewed periodically by students, 
faculty and administration at each school. 



Freedom from Unreasonable or Excessive Punishment 

1. Students shall not be subjected to unreasonable 
or excessive punishment. The following practices 
offer guidance to teachers for reasonable forms of 
disciplinar>* action: There may be: 

ta) Expressions of disapproval first in private and 
later, if necessar>\ in the presence of group 

I b \ Temporar>' isolation under supervision 

(c) Detention for specific, purpose which is clear- 
ly stated and achieved during the detention 

(d) Withdrawal of specified privileges for a stated 
lime, so long as the withdrawal does not 
result m the injury of the student 
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Note: Referral to the principal, or other disciplinary 
officer within the school, designated by him, is 
in order after the teacher has exhausted all his 
owm possibilities for bring about an adjust- 
ment. 

1. There may not be: 

(a) Sarcastic remarks 

(b) Personal affront and indignity 

(c) School tasks imposed for punitive purposes 

(d) Frequent detentions without specific purpose 

(e) Forced apologies 

(f ) Exclusion from the room without supervison 

(g) Sending students to a lower grade 

Student rights also entail responsibilities. Self- 
respect and respect for others is one of the major 
goals of this document. No student has the right to 
interfere with the education of his fellow students. It 
is the responsibility of each student to respect the 
rights of all who are involved in the educational 
process. In no way does this **Student Bill of Rights 
and Responsibilities" diminish the legal authority of 
the school officials and of the Board of Kducation to 
deal with disruptive students. This resolution recog- 
nizes the student's responsibility for his conduct and 
at the same time extends the range of his respon i- 
bility. Greater understanding by all engaged in the 
educational process should result and the outcome 
should be effective citizenship in our society. 

Note: The Student Bill of Rights and Responsibilities 
was approv(*cl by the Hoard of PMuoation with the 
understanding that it would be subject to a complete 
review at the end of the 1971-72 .school year. After 
the review by the Superintendent of Schools and his 
staff, recommendations will be made to the Hoard 
of Kducatio!^. which will then de(Mde on the future 
applications •>f the Hill and its provisions. 
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NOTES 



This booklet haii been pubhr<hed by the Office of 
Informational Sen-ices of the School District of 
Philadelphia More copies may be obtained by writing 
the information office at the School Administration 
Building. 21st and Parkway, Philadelphia, Pa. 19103, 
or by calling 448-3491. 
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